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Reflection Paper
Being able to be a part of the study abroad course this semester has had a great impact on me both in my education and personally.  It was a great opportunity to be able to work in a group atmosphere with students form BYU and from Mexico.  Dr. Nelson worked closely with the students, but he gave each group complete control over their project.  This control was a unique experience.  Throughout my college career I have been used to classes where I was given a lecture, a problem set and then had to solve it.  This class was different.  The projects were real and my help would be felt on a very real level.  It was of course difficult because as there were no pre-designed homework sets, there was less structure.  But this added difficulty also added to the great experience.  I would expect that the problems I will face in my work career will not be complete with homework sets and defined problems; but rather projects that require research and critical thinking and problem solving skills.  This class provided this type of atmosphere.  I had to take some initiative to learn how to solve some problems and I had to be a leader in helping my fellow engineering students from Mexico learn as well.  I also had to work well with my teammates, brainstorm possible solutions and complete my respective responsibility in my group.  Although I have worked in a group a great deal throughout my college career, this group was different.  My group and I had complete control over the project and because of that had to be more self motivated and take the initiative to learn and solve problems.  From an educational view point, I feel that this class helped prepare me for problems I will face when I start my career upon graduation.

This class and the project I was involved in also affected me personally.  When I was working on my project at BYU (before I left for Mexico) the project didn’t really have much context or meaning.  But the second day in Mexico, we made field visits to the sites of our individual projects.  These site visits had a profound effect on me.  We made visits to El Rio Santiago and saw the effects of all of Guadalajara’s waste water being dropped there.  It gave my project context.  It let me know that the work I had done and was doing would actually have a positive effect.  It let me see the importance of engineering and how much other countries can use my help and the knowledge I have gained from my education in solving the problems they are having.  It let me see how fortunate I am to live where I do and be able to study at BYU.  It made me feel a duty to use what I have been blessed with to help those who are less fortunate.
